Introduction
Contemporary Latinas and Latinos constitute a growing political influence in American politics. Moreover, in 2000 Latinas/Latinos reached a demographic milestone, surpassing African Americans in becoming the largest ethnic minority group in the United States (see Ennis, et al. 2011 and Grieco and Cassidy 2001 under General Overviews) . However, despite important political gains made over the past thirty-five years, Latinas and Latinos continue to experience significant structural and resource barriers to their political incorporation, resulting in enduring forms of marginalization for the population. Latinas specifically inherit a long history of political activism dating back to early resistance against US expansion both in Mexico and the Caribbean and encompassing traditional forms of political behavior including voting and holding elective office. However, because their participation has been concentrated in nontraditional and nonelectoral activities, accounts of their leadership and contributions are frequently overlooked if not diminished. This article provides an overview of Latina political participation beginning in the late 19th century, highlighting literature on the two largest populations of Latinas in the United States: Mexican American and Puerto Rican women. Whether organizing immigrant activists in response to restrictive legislation proposed in Congress, providing feminist critiques of leaders in the Chicano movement, or mobilizing voter turnout in key elections, Latinas have always engaged in politics, and their history of participation is central not only to our understanding of racial, ethnic, and gender politics specifically, but American politics generally.
Indiana University Press, 2006.
Comprehensive overview of Latinas in the United States includes nearly six hundred entries (and three hundred photographs) highlighting prominent Latinas, organizations, and events. Includes introductory essays elucidating regional, generational, ethnic, and cultural differences between subgroups. Comprehensive review of primary and secondary sources, documenting history of Cuban women on the island and in the United States.
Stoner
Part II is most relevant to understanding Latina politics in the United States, highlighting Cuban American women's history from 1868 to 1997 and including themes of exile, family, labor studies, political organization, and race.
Mestizaje, Hybridity, and Intersectionality
Debates around the naming of Latinas/Latinos in the United States occupy a significant portion of the Chicana/o and Latina/o studies and cover a number of topics, ranging from tensions between pan-ethnic identifiers and national-origin terms to the level of theoretical or political opposition connoted in a specific name. The term "Latina," while referring to women from Latin America residing in the United States, is itself a contested identity, one constantly being negotiated and redefined in relationship to macro-and micro-level forces, while simultaneously building on previous waves of identity and resistance. Important to these debates is the introduction of theoretical concepts that seek to explain, elucidate, and empower Latina experiences in the United States. In particular, concepts of mestizaje, hybridity, and intersectionality deserve attention both for their effectiveness in framing the simultaneous modes of difference embodied in the lived experiences of Latinas as well as for their theoretical saliency outside Chicana/o and Latina/o studies. While the concept of triple oppression has been a feature in Chicana and Latina scholarship for decades (Córdova, et al. 1993) , few works capture the way both philosophical and political borders produce complex forms of mestiza consciousness and identity more so than Gloria Anzaldúa's path-breaking multilingual essays (Anzaldúa 1987) . More-recent scholarship expands on work in mestizaje and intersectionality, specifically engaging these issues both as platforms for identity and political change (Barvosa 2008 , Sandoval 2000 , and as vehicles for the production of new research (Blea 1992 , Hawkesworth 2006 . In short, concepts of mestizaje, hybridity, and intersectionality, which originated in the lived experiences of women of color, including Latinas and African American women, have gained purchase as they have been exported to allied fields such as feminist studies, political theory, and comparative political analysis. In the process, the intellectual scholarship around these concepts has expanded to questions of multiple and countervailing conditions of power-as well as embodied subjectivities of race, class, gender, and sexuality-but equally to debates about methodology and epistemology that make use of hybridity, mestizaje, and intersectionality in the production of new knowledge on politics. Important theoretical analysis bringing work in hybridity, mestizaje, and intersectionality into conversation with political theory, philosophy, and psychology to address how a decentered and multiple subjectivity can also produce substantive and coherent political practice.
Blea, Irene I. La Chicana and the Intersection of Race, Class, and Gender. New York: Praeger, 1992.
Analysis of contemporaneous scholarship in race, class, and gender and the production of meaning surrounding "Chicana" identity and terminology. Advances the use of Chicana feminist theory drawn from multiplicity of conflict to develop new research. Develops a sophisticated theory of resistance (both political and philosophical) rooted in "third world feminism." Advances use of mestizaje both as an embodied subject and a method.
Critical Anthologies
As the political activism of Latinas expanded and connections were forged across racial, ethnic, and national identities; regions; and sexual-preference and gender identities, writing by Latinas reflected this increasing complexity in the construct of Latinidad. Nowhere was this kind of engaged scholarship more clearly demonstrated than in the groundbreaking anthology edited by Cherríe Moraga and Gloria Anzaldúa (Moraga and Anzaldúa 1981) . Bringing together Chicanas, Mexicanas, and Puerto Rican and Cuban women, along with Asian American and African American women writers, this anthology was both attentive to the intersections of race, gender, and sexual identity as manifest in the lived experiences of women of color, and assertive of a radical subjectivity sometimes absent in earlier writing.
Moreover, this work brought lesbians of color and questions of sexuality, sexual preferences, and heterosexism into the center of Latina feminist writing. Publication of this anthology also signaled a new era of feminist scholarship, with the success of feminist publishing houses such as Aunt Lute Books and Third Woman Press. While Moraga and Anzaldúa 1981 wasn't the first collection of critical writing on Chicana and Latina engagements with power, discrimination, and resistance (Melville 1980), it did bring experiences of Chicanas and Latinas into conversation with women of color across the United States and provided comparative analysis on the internal and external struggles for justice. Equally important, the success of Moraga and Anzaldúa 1981 was extended in subsequent anthologies (Anzaldúa 1990 ) and ushered in a wave of collective work in the form of critical anthologies by and about Latinas, in specialized fields such as historiography (Del Castillo 1990, De la Torre and Pesquera 1993) and with attention to specific ethnic and regional identities (AcostaBelén 1986) and sexual preferences (Trujillo 1991) . Moreover, their work demonstrated the interdisciplinary nature of Chicana and Latina scholarship and created multiple avenues for building theory and analysis around Latina activism and political practice.
Acosta-Belén, Edna, ed. The Puerto Rican Woman: Perspectives on Culture, History, and Society. 2d ed. New York: Praeger,
1986.
Interdisciplinary essays examine the family, education, and labor force participation and development of Puerto Rican women. Centrally focused on women in Puerto Rico but includes important early work on Puerto Rican women's status on the mainland.
While academic studies of Latina political participation in early US history have been infrequent, contemporary scholars have unearthed historical evidence of Latinas engaging with various institutions of power-from the church to the state-and have reinterpreted key political developments in US history in light of these accounts. Central to the early political involvement of Latinas are two moments that 
Chicano and Latino Social Movements and Chicana and Latina Activism
During the 1960s and 1970s, social-justice movements predicated on race/ethnicity, class, and gender emerged across the country, presenting unique challenges and opportunities to women of color generally and Latinas specifically. Caught between struggles for gendered and racial justice, Latinas participated strongly in both movements while eventually transforming them. A key dynamic in this period was the marginalization of Latina feminism by strains of feminist theory that privileged white feminists and by the dominance of Using intersectionality and social-movement theory, this book examines the emergence of feminist critiques and movements among women of color during the 1960s and 1970s. Chapter 4 highlights specific histories of Chicanas in the United States. 
Latinas and Traditional Electoral Political Participation
The inequalities exposed in the course of race-based and gendered social movements of the 1960s and 1970s also led to the passage of significant federal legislation that altered the future of Latina/o political participation, most notably the passage of the 1964 Civil Rights Act and the expansion of the Voting Rights Act in 1975 to include language minorities. These laws provided federal scrutiny to a history of de facto discrimination that had excluded Latinas and Latinos, and by virtue of their passage, new opportunities were opened up for Latinas/Latinos to register, vote, and successfully run for public office. Despite changes mandated by these laws and despite the rich history of participation in nonelectoral political outlets, Latinas continued to face structural and resource restrictions that obstructed their electoral participation. As a result, the levels at which Latinas participate in electoral politics, particularly as voters, have regularly fallen below their population numbers (Verba, et al. 1995) . Owing in part to their lower levels of electoral participation, along with other factors, including the relatively small number of Latinas receiving advanced degrees in political science, and the failure of the discipline to thoroughly engage questions of race and gender politics, research on traditional forms of Latina political participation is still an emerging field (Sierra and Sosa-Riddell 1994). Hardy-Fanta 1993 and Garcia, et al. 2008 have addressed this gap, providing case studies, interviews, qualitative observations, and testimonies of Latinas in elective office. The collection of large-scale survey data dedicated to examining Latina/o political behavior (including the Latino National Political Survey [1989] [1990] , the Latino National Survey [2005] [2006] , and the Gender and Multicultural Leadership Project [2006] ), and their analysis through sophisticated, empirically driven research, have provided new avenues for analyzing Latina and Latino political opinion (Fraga, et al. 2008; Montoya 1996; Hardy-Fanta, et al. 2006 ). Finally, early-21st-century research in political theory by Latinas has advanced gendered, race-related, and intersectional critiques of the discipline while adding new frames of analysis, methods, tools of inquiry, and questions to the growing body of work regarding traditional forms of Latina political participation (Beltrán 2010) (see also Mestizaje, Hybridity, and Intersectionality). Examines history of political participation and the distinct leadership of Latinas elected to public office in Texas (state with the largest number of Latina/o elected officials). Highlights women who were "firsts" in their office. Builds impressive compendium of case studies through oral histories and archival research. Using transnational ethnographic research, the author examines the struggle for agency among Mexican immigrants, in the context of restrictive economic and cultural conditions. Zavella is particularly attentive to the way immigration experiences are gendered and racialized, creating different experiences, obstacles, and opportunities for Latin American women.
